THE SIXTH  SET OF  OBJECTIONS1.

Though we have read through your Meditations ivith wry great
attention, as well as your previous replies to objections, there are
still some slight difficulties left, which it is right you should remove.

The first is that it does not appear altogether certain that we
exist, from the fact that we think'. For in order to be sure that you
think, you ought to know what to think, or what thinking\ is, and what
your existence is; but since you do not yet know what these things
are, how can you know that you think or exist ? Since, then, in
saying I think, you do not know what you are saying, and since in
adding therefore I exist, you are equally ignorant of the meaning of
what you say, and indeed do not know that you are saying or
thinking anything, since in order to do so it seems to be necessary
for you to know that you know what you are saying, and once more
to know that you know that you know what you say, and so on to
infinity, it is clear that you cannot know whether you exist, or even
whether you think.

But to point out a second difficulty, when you say that you think
and exist3, someone will maintain that you deceive yourself, and that
you do not think, but are only moved, and that you are nothing other
than a corporeal motion^ since no one meanwhile has been able to
grasp the demonstration by means of which you think that you have
proved that no corporeal motion can be what you call thought. Have
you, then, by means of that Analysis which you employ, so subdivided
all the motions of your subtle matter, that you are sure that you can
show us, who give our utmost attention and are, we think, sufficiently
clear sighted, that the reduction of our thoughts to those corporeal
motions is self-contradictory ?

1  urged by divers Theologians and Philosophers, F. V.

2  Of. Med. n. Vol. i. p. 150, par. 1.

3  Cf. Med. vi. Vol. i. p. 190, par. 2.